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Note:  1) Write the answers on the answer-book provided to you.

                                     2) Figures to right indicate marks.

1. Write an essay in English or Hindi or Marathi on any ONE of the following topics. First just write important points of your essay in a box and then integrate those points coherently into a full-length essay of not more than 800 words. Elaborate every new point in a new paragraph.           
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a) Agricultural Crisis in India

b) Is Media Trivializing Its Own Role?

c) India: The Land of Contradictions.

d) Is Mobile Triggering Social Revolution?

2. Read the following passage from the editorial in The Times of India on June 6, 2006 and answer the questions given below.

The bizarre turn of events at the late night party at the residence of late BJP leader Pramod Mahajan resulting in the death of his secretary Vivek Moitra and near fatal experience for his son Rahul has thrown up a new trend. The four men said to be involved in this sordid drug drama turned up in TV studios to give their side of their story to the news channels before submitting it to the police. Interestingly Sahil Zaroo, the main fall guy was picked up by Srinagar police on Saturday even as he was giving his statement live on  a national channel. Three others involved had turned themselves in at the police station the previous night but only after they had made sure that their version had been recorded. What does all this indicate? That the police is loosing the creditability as a professional an impartial investigative agency. This is hardly surprising. Its botched up investigation in Jessica Lal case has only added to erosion of public faith. Especially in cases involving the high and mighty the chances of police coming under pressure and not doing an honest job are high. These young men did not want to take the risk. They wanted to place their case before the public hoping for a fair trial. 

While there is some justification for their act, it is a disturbing trend, one that lead to all kinds of distortions, Bypassing normal, well laid out procedure can not be encouraged. By vesting the media with powers that are not legitimately in their own domain, we run the risk of derailing the due process of law. It could hamper investigation and make the task of police extremely difficult. It could also muddy the waters or prejudice the case. More importantly- it has the potential of trial by the media- a dangerous trend. Instead of patting itself on the back on being one-up on the police, the media need to tread with caution. They must be extremely discreet about the information they are privy to. Media must not give into sensationalism and not do anything that could help the accused. They need to cooperate with the investigating agencies and intervene only when absolutely necessary to help the cause of justice. This is a test case. The media must live up to the role of watchdog if they are to continue enjoying public credibility.  

1. Is bypassing police investigation and conducting its own trial by media a healthy trend? 
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2. Are media derailing the due process of law? 
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3. Do you think that the police are loosing their credibility as a professional and impartial investigative agency? 
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4. Write the summary of the above passage in your own words (word limit hundred) and give a suitable title.
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5. Are media living up the role of watchdog or succumbing to sensationalism? (3)

3. Write an effective social message advertisement copy for print media in not more than 50 words with a suitable slogan/ punch line up to 12 words for the issue of prevention of Drug Abuse or Conservation of Electricity. Mention the target audience of your advertisement. You may create visual design if you like. Your advertisement can be in English or Hindi or Marathi            
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4. Assuming the role of a journalist of a national or state level daily, file a report of an interview with film star Aamir Khan OR coach of Indian cricket team Greg Chappell in the context of the recent past. Restrict the interview to 6-7 questions. Write the answers too. You may write in English or Hindi or Marathi.
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